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Bourdet's play of that name, which invariably amused the public
by its exact portrayal of the decadent, one-foot-in-the-grave
atmosphere surrounding these dangerous parasites, symptomatic
of upper-class society on the decline and heading for degeneracy.
As early, however, as the 1924 general election, which saw
the fall of the bloc bleu, the right-wing group, with a majority
after the 1919 Nationalist elections, again in 1928, and even
more in 1932 and 1936, the opposition parties unearthed and
published one financial scandal after another for their own
political ends. But now more and more of the names linked
with those of " crook " politicians were foreign. And the people,
for whom a " scandal" meant little more than a gentle whetting
of the appetite, like panem et circenses, especially circenses, to
the ancient Romans, were beginning slowly but surely to realise,
after the inflation of 1926 and the mounting National Debt,
that something was wrong with the works.
The fortunes being amassed by well-known political figures
were rousing public comment.    Some of them,  poor on their
arrival in Paris, like Laval from his Auvergne village, soon got
rich;  others  already wealthy, like Flandin, dipped into funds
intended for building an air fleet, and got richer still.   Of these
two, the upstart was later to plunge  heart and soul for the
phantasmagorical  security   of   the   " New  Order 'V just as  a
religious fanatic, once his faith is lost, becomes the most cynical
of atheists, or a renegade the bitterest enemy of his   former
race or  cult  or  class.    The established man of means, after
attempting to practise what he had been preaching for years and
then appalled at the company round him, which seemed to him
doomed, could find a well-upholstered refuge in Algiers, where
he was for a long time allowed to continue his former wire-pulling
behind the scenes.   For since the beginning of his career he has
made it a point of honour to beat in this game his lifelong rival.
The international adventurers and crooks were helped hi then:
exploits by another phenomenon, the craze for speculation which
affected not only the middle classes, but some of the peasantry
as well; just as fever brightens  the tired eyes  of a suffering
patient.   The French, on the whole, are fond of a gamble.   The
casinos, previously confined to Monte Carlo, were beginning to
spring up everywhere, not only along the whole Riviera, but in
Normandy as well, and mirrored this native bent, which reached
its peak-phase in the drawing of the National Lottery, expectantly
awaited and attended with great pomp in every district, reminis-
cent of the last days of the monarchy in Spain.
The stock market, however, or anything with a mere hint of